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Beginning in October, the Chilean government will participate in a forest development program
with the support of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). The one- year program,
which includes a social equity component, seeks to coordinate domestic and foreign efforts to
identify solutions to environmental crisis affecting forest resources. Severino Araujo de Melho,
FAO representative in Chile, told the Inter Press Service that the program is envisaged as a pilot
project for subsequent application in other Latin American nations. During the past two decades,
forests and fertile land were reduced by 123 million ha., and an average 7 million ha. of forest are
cut down per year. According to the FAO, about 700 million ha. of dense forests remain. An FAO
study released in April this year said, "the reduction of biodiversity is unavoidable, estimated
between 150,000 and 300,000 species of plants and animals by the year 2000...What could be of more
importance is the potential irreversible damage to the soil, social costs and resulting loss of capital."
Of the cleared land, 4% is used for perennial and 11% for annual crops, while 30% is dedicated to
pasture grass. The Dutch government has donated $925,000 to implement the pilot project. (Basic
data from Inter Press Service, 08/08/91)
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